
Message From The Director

The year 2009 was an impressively active year with an epoch-making moment.  We attained an 
important milestone for NSRRC in the development of cutting-edge research and a new light-source 
facility.

Through the intensive efforts of the project team members, the Taiwan Photon Source (TPS) 
construction project has achieved major progress in 2009, including the ultimate detailed design of 
the accelerator lattice, its subsystems and the civil and utility engineering, as well as the completion of 
prototypes for most subsystem instruments.  In December 2009, the contracts awarded to the civil and 
utility contractors were signed, and now the mass production of the accelerator equipment is also under 
way.  Furthermore, the ground-breaking ceremony for the civil construction of the TPS was held on 
February 7, 2010; this momentous event signified the official launch of the TPS construction, which we 
expect to be completed in year 2013.

Besides the significant junctures for the TPS, we made continuous progress in the scientific 
activities of the Taiwan Light Source (TLS).  This annual report provides an overview of NSRRC’s research 
highlights and accomplishments by our users and staff in 2009.  Currently, NSRRC has constructed thirty-
one beamlines, including three contract beamlines at SPring-8.  The TLS delivered more than 5,400 hours 
of scheduled user beam time with an up-time 97.9 % in 2009.  The number of users has increased from 
2,368 in 2008 to 2,624 in 2009 and the number of experiment from 1,101 in 2008 to 1,266 in 2009.

As we are all aware, the synchrotron light source has become one of the most important tools 
for advanced scientific research in the twentieth century and has been widely used in fundamental 
and applied scientific research.  It will continue to play a vital role in the science and technology of the 
twenty-first century.  With the opening of the TPS to general users in 2014, we expect that it will facilitate 

highly challenging and internationally 
competitive research, and arouse the 
enthusiasm of younger generations to engage 
in advanced scientific research.

Director Chen introduced the TPS project to Premier Wu (4th 
from the left) and distinguished guests during the ground-
breaking ceremony.
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